
Name _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Street Address ______________________________________________________________________________________________________
(No PO Box)
Phone __________________________________Fax __________________________________ E-mail ________________________________

Occupation: ___________________________________ Company Name _______________________________________________________

�  New Member  � Renewal  � Own a home and reside in Riverside Park          � Nonresident

� 
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Sewer issues to be presented at RPRA General Meeting, February 1st, 2PM
(article continued from page 2)

Since the Jan. 7 meeting between RPRA and the city, Tim and Chris have made their presentation to the RPRA Board, and they are scheduled
to present to the RPRA General Membership Meeting on February 1, 2004. Suggestions from area residents are encouraged. If any questions
about this entire project are still unaddressed Tim said he would be glad to consider them and if possible answer them as well. He can be
reached at: TAshmore@fortlauderdale.gov Residents can also get additional information at www.waterworks2011.com

A FEW THINGS TO EVERY RIVERSIDE PARK NEIGHBORHOOD HOMEOWNER SHOULD KNOW:

1. As it stands today, Connection by a homeowner to the sewerline is NOT optional.You have 
to hook up.

2. There is a cost associated to hook up which needs to be addressed by each homeowner 
prior to hooking up.

3. Every homeowner must find the exact location of their septic tank and clean-out box.
This helps homeowners assess the best route for plumbing and minimum cost of work 
and enables homeowners to answer survey questions when the time comes.

Canal Cleaning Request
Many times after long periods of east winds
much debris will accumulate in the western
end of the canals in Riverside Park. If you live
on one of these canals or can see trash in
them, you can call the city and they will send
out one of their canal cleanup boats. For this
service call (954) 828-8000 and request the
trash pickup boat . Be sure and give an accu-
rate address and the nature of the request.

March Waterway Cleanup
The Marine Industries Association of South
Florida (MIASF) is busy planning this year’s
Waterway Cleanup 2004, to be held
Saturday, March 6 at more than 30 locations
in Broward County. 

For more information, contact Jayne Just at 
jayne@Miasf.org, or call Martha Lord at 
954-524-2733, or visit www.miasf.org

Power Plant Hearing Re: Pollution
Jan 27, 6:30PM, City Hall — Florida Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP) presents to City 
of Fort Lauderdale Utility Advisory Committee (UAC) regarding Port Everglades power plant pollution 

Dear Concerned Residents:
Your October response to clean air in Broward has not been ignored.  At that time

the City of Fort Lauderdale UAC requested from FDEP a public hearing on the issue.  A
date was originally scheduled for October, FDEP then denied the hearing. 

At the repeated request of the UAC, the Chief of the Clean Air Division of FDEP
will travel from her Tallahassee office to attend the January 27th UAC meeting. FDEP
will attend the meeting to discuss air issues related to Port Everglades power plant.
Last year FDEP approved a plan which could effectively extend the life of FPL’s 1960s
Port Everglades facility without requiring a significant clean up of the major air pollu-
tants it emits. This plan was approved with minimal notice and little opportunity for
public comment. Several community organizations including the American Lung
Association of Florida refused to endorse this plan as did a number of local activists.

The January 27th UAC meeting will give local residents a chance to learn about clean
air technologies available and to voice concern about the Port Everglades power plant
directly to FDEP.  It is also the perfect opportunity to request, on record, that FDEP force
an upgrade of the Port Everglades facility to best available air emission control technology.
It’s likely there will be no other opportunity to be heard by FDEP representatives. FDEP
and City representatives need to hear from you on this issue. Please plan on attending. 

When: Tuesday, January 27th, 2004    Time: 6:30PM 

Where: City Hall 100 North Andrews Avenue 8th Floor Conference Room 

Should you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact me by e-mail:
andy@ziffer.us  or phone. 954-559-8000   

Andy Ziffer, City of Fort Lauderdale Resident 

Port Everglades Power Plant



FORT LAUDERDALE BUDGET UPDATE
 FY2002/2003        *FY2003/2004         % Change

General Fund:
Police 747.25 638.50 14.6%
Fire-Rescue 410.50 420.20 2.4%
Parks & Recreation 429.00 343.10 -20.0%
Public Services 242.00 209.50 -13.4%
Administrative Services 71.25 71.75 0.7%
CED, Finance, City Atty., Mgr., Clerk, Comm., Prof.Stds. 193.70     177.50 -8.4%

General Fund Total 2093.70 1860.55 -11.1%

Community Redevelopment Fund Total 10.00 12.00 20.0 %
Enterprise Funds Total 520.00 536.00 3.1%
Internal Service Funds Total 27.50 6.00 -5.5%
Light Duty Positions Total 9.00 6.00 -33.3%
Grants and Confiscation Funds Total 36.50 35.5 -2.7%

All Except General Fund Total 603.00 615.50 2.1%

ALL FUNDS  TOTAL 2696.70 2476.05 -8.2%

* Final staffing levels based upon Dec. 16, 2003 Commission Meeting. SOURCE:  A. Silva Presentation to Council of Civic Associations, Jan. 13, 2004
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From the Desk of Commissioner Hutchinson
Happy New Year everyone. I have very good news to start
2004. I was fortunate enough to raise $55,900 to finance the
Mounted Patrol Unit and so the horses have been saved! We
all owe a huge debt of gratitude to the following people for
their generous donations:  Tom Andrew, Devy and Phil Bruch,
Carol Clarkson, Fran Custer, John Dorsey, Peter Feldman,
Claudia Gercak, Linda Gill, Alan Hooper, Bob Kay and Charlie
Ladd. I thank each one of you from the bottom of my heart.

The second piece of good news is our plan to save the Public Safety Aides who are
currently under threat of lay-off because of budget cuts. The Code Lien Amnesty pro-
gram will go into effect on February 1 for one month. During that time compliant own-
ers who still have outstanding fines can pay at 25% of face value. However, on March
2 all outstanding fines will return to 100% with no possibility of amnesty and we will
be enforcing aggressively. Please help us get the word out about this program in the
neighborhood. The City Manager has already created an Ad Hoc Committee to help
City staff ensure this program gets maximum attention. We are hoping to raise at least
$550,000, enough to pay the salaries of our Public Service Aides

Well, it’s back to work after a wonderful holiday break. My office hours for 2004 are
Tuesday through Thursday from 10:00 –  4:00 p.m. each day. Please call me at 828-
5028 if you need assistance with any city issue.

“Winston Woods” Preserved as Open Space
by Dave Marshall

City “Head Count”presented by Silva
by Dave Marshall

For those of you who are following the Fort Lauderdale budget, you may be interested to learn what the final
“Headcount” for the City will be in the coming year. The figures below were presented by Acting City Manager Alan
Silva to the Council of Civic Associations on January 13, 2004. Please note that the proposed “Code Amnesty” 
program will, if successful, increase Police staffing by 30 “FTEs” (Full-Time-Equivalents). Even so, the new budget will
require layoffs totaling approximately 50 FTEs, affecting 70-80 individuals.

Broward County has negotiated an agreement to purchase the 2.6-
acre vacant lot near the south edge of the neighborhood on SW 15th
Avenue. The waterfront property, which runs from SW 15th Avenue
to the South Fork of the New River, will remain wooded, but picnic
benches and a canoe launch area will be added. The sale of the prop-
erty is expected to be completed by February 2nd of this year.

With the arrival of sewers in the neighborhood, development activity
is  expected to accelerate as investors transform vacant lots and single
family houses into higher-density housing for Fort Lauderdale’s 
increasing population. 

Be sure to attend upcoming RPRA meetings to get the latest informa-
tion about developments in our neighborhood and to voice your opin-
ions about the direction development should take. 

Valentines Day Potluck Costume Social
Saturday night, Feb.14th, 2004, Hancock Hammock, 1901 SW 5th Pl.,7PM until...

The Penalty: Violation of Municipal Code Section 1-6.
If prosecuted, up to 60 days in jail and $500 fine

Within 90 days of registration, alarm monitoring companies which
monitor alarm systems operating within the boundaries of the City of
Fort Lauderdale are required to provide the City of Fort Lauderdale
Police Department with databases containing their customer informa-
tion.  The alarm user with the City of Fort Lauderdale shall register all
alarm systems annually.  

The initial registration fee for an alarm is $50.00, with an annual 
registration renewal fee of $25.00. Registrations shall be effective
January 1 through December 31 of each calendar year.

Alarm registrations are required to be renewed by the 31st day of
January each calendar year. False alarm service fees are as follows: 

• Two false alarms within a twelve-month period are free.
• After two false alarms within a twelve-month period for a 

residential alarm is $50.00.
• After two false alarms within a twelve-month period for a 

non-residential alarm is $100.00.

Registration forms can be obtained via mail, online, or through the
alarm installation/monitoring companies. Registration can be handled
through the mail.Visit the City of Fort Lauderdale website at
www.fortlauderdale.gov for more information, including the City
Ordinance, and to download registration forms or call 954-828-5476.

Burglar Alarm registration from The Ft. Lauderdale Police Dept.

City of Fort Lauderdal Current City Ordinance now requires that each installed
alarm (residential and non-residential) be registered.

“WOW”, RPRA is doing it again. We are creating an exciting
evening at our costumed Valentines’s Day Dinner Party that is sure to
put Love, Laughter, and Fun in your life. Come as a Bride or a
Groom, and that is not gender specific. Wear your curtains or your
tablecloth fashioned into the designer gown of the year. Win the
award for the most creative costume.

On Valentines Day, Saturday night, February 14th, 2004 
Riverside Park Residents Association will host a potluck dinner at 
Hancock Hammock, 1901 SW 5 Place, from 7PM till - ?.

This is an excellent opportunity for residents to meet their neighbors
and to join your neighborhood association. Riverside Park has a long
history of camaraderie, dedication and hard work that has made us
National Award Winners. 

This will be a time to Eat, Drink and be Merry, while you meet your
friends, make new friends and obtain a new appreciation for where
you live and how much fun your neighbors can be. We’ll  bet you
have never seen them wearing the curtains before!!! Please bring
your most spectacular potluck dinner for all to share.We will provide
refreshment, decor and entertainment.

We hope that those of you who do not yet belong will join our mem-
bership. Remember, “Ask not what your neighborhood can do for
you, but what can you do for your neighborhood!” It is the team
effort that over the years has made Riverside Park the great neighbor-
hood that it is and why so many of you live here today. Come party
with your friends and neighbors. Join the team.

REMEMBER: the Sunday., Feb. 1st
RPRA GENERAL MEETING will
begin at 2PM rather than 4PM in
order to finish in time for the
Super Bowl.



RiversidePark
Residents’Association, Inc.
P.O. Box 122, Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33302

MISSION STATEMENT
The Riverside Park Residents’ Association (RPRA) exists to pro-
tect and promote the best interests of its residents including
improving public facilities and services and fostering goodwill,
cooperation, community and civic spirit, and friendship among
the residents We are committed to cooperating with public
officials and other community groups to encourage and pro-
mote the development, redevelopment and improvement of
the Riverside Park area and to publish information regarding
the development of the Riverside Park area.

President: David Marshall ......................... 954-761-7164
Vice President: Tom Andrew .................... 954-467-7223
Treasurer: Richard Harper ......................... 954-463-4352
Co-Secretary: Bill Munn ............................ 954-760-4631
Co-Secretary: Marie Bessette ................... 954-760-9962
Board Directors:
Gary Barthelmas ....................................... 954-468-9978
Steve Boone ............................................. 954-524-7426
Millie Edwards .......................................... 954-763-5881
Michelle Cantwell .................................... 954-779-1530
Melissa Dee .............................................. 954-648-2266
Reed Markee .............................................305-389-5587
Tod Sloan ................................................. 954-462-4380

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
The Riverside Park Neighborhood News is a publication of
Riverside Park Residents’ Association, Inc. (RPRA). It reports on
neighborhood events, including the activities of the RPRA and
the neighborhood’s charitable corporation, Riverside
Renaissance, Inc.

Original newsletter design by Joani Mullen. Monthly typeset-
ting, editing, and advertising by Erika Hope at 954-763-8177 
and Charlie Read, www.firewatercreative.net
_____________________________________________________

ADVERTISING RATES:
Size 1Quarter   2Quarters   3Quarters    One Year

Bus. Card     $ 20          $ 40          $ 55          $ 70
1/4 Page      $ 40          $ 80          $110        $140
1/2 Page      $ 70         $140          $200        $250
Full Page     $100         $200          $280        $350_______________________________________________
Riverside Park is a neighborhood in southwest Fort
Lauderdale, Florida bordered by Broward Boulevard,
Davie Boulevard, I-95 and the north and south forks of
the New River. See below:

The Sewers are Coming! 
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Detailed detailed design for the installation
of the sewer system in the Riverside Park
neighborhood will begin in 2005 and con-
struction work will follow in 2006 and
2007. The City is focused at this point on
obtaining information from Riverside resi-
dents about their property in order to help
residents reduce the cost of their sewer
hookup when the sewers are installed.

The RPRA has formed a committee to pro-
vide its residents with as much informa-
tion regarding this project as we can find.
We have been in contact with representa-
tive for the Waterworks 2011, regarding
the impact on our daily lives from con-
struction crews, rerouting traffic and
access to properties. Another goal of our
committee is to try to develop a strategy
to get competitive plumbing bids for this
project either by sectors, streets,clusters of
homes etc. We know that there is power
in numbers and that as a united neigh-
borhood this approach may be beneficial
to each and everyone. It would of
course requires the participation from
all homeowners.

City officials meet RPRA
On Wednesday Jan. 7, Tim Ashmore of
the City of Fort Lauderdale and Chris
Dickey of Dickey Consulting Services met
with the RPRA “Sewer Committee” to dis-
cuss the current state of planning for sew-
ers in our community.

Tim and Chris explained that the City will
construct gravity-fed sewers along public
roads and so-called “laterals” that branch
off for individual properties. The city-con-
structed part of the system will be paid for
by a $1000 connection fee paid when
individuals connect their property to the
system, as well as a monthly sewer fee.

Fees for preparation
In addition, property owners must pay a
private contractor to run a sewer line
from their house to the City’s “lateral” at
the edge of their property. In order to
minimize the cost of this line, the City will

be sending property owners a survey ask-
ing them to tell the City where along the
edge of their property the owner would
like the “lateral” to be located.

Use of “Gray water”
The issue of “gray water recycling”or
reusing the non- toxic waste water such as
shower, sink and laundry was discussed.
RPRA’s most ambitious vision would be the
implementation of a water reuse system
(also known as gray water system ). This
system would help us conserve a tremen-
dous amount of potable water by providing
us access to recycled water for watering
lawns, washing cars, watering medians,
public parks golf courses etc. In doing so
our individual potable water consumption
would greatly decrease. Tim and Chris
cautioned that a graywater system would
essentially require a second parallel sewer
and might therefore be a challenge for
the neighborhood to fund. They indicated
that gray water system funding is not
currently within the scope of the
Waterworks 2011 project.

Likewise, Tim and Chris suggested that
the simultaneous installation of sewers
with other underground utilities such as
electric, cable and phone installation was
not recommended because the sewer
runs down the middle of the street and
other utilities runs in the swale, and the
resulting disruption to traffic would be dif-
ficult to manage.

Opting out not likely
Tim and Chris indicated that they were
willing to work with the neighborhood
regarding the question of “opting out” or
not taking part in the transition to sewers,
but that no mechanism for opting out
exists at this time. It is RPRA’s understand-
ing that the federal and state mandates
require that all houses in the target area
be hooked up when the sewer is installed
in an area.

(see Sewers, next page.)

RPRA Committee assists in process of bringing 
sewers to River side Park in 2005 
by Marie Bessette and Steve Boone

Those of you who regularly pass by the Park
on a regular basis have no doubt noticed
the progress of the Park Pavilion construc-
tion project.  The roof is on, the exterior
columns are finished and the general
appearance of the building leaves no doubt
that it is nearing completion. 

According to Fort Lauderdale Parks &

Recreation Department Superintendent of
Special Facilities Vince Gizzi, Riverside Park -
residents can look forward to a dedication
ceremony for the new Pavilion in April of
this year.  The building itself may actually be
completed before April, but the Certificate
of Occupancy for the new building will not
be issued before the parking area has been
completed.  (As you may recall, the inner

lane of the road around the perimeter of the
park will be converted into parallel parking
for the park, resulting in a single-lane road
around the park.) 

Still, the pavilion itself is nearly complete, as
the photos show. So mark your calendars,
and prepare to celebrate the completion of
the long-awaited pavilion!

Park Pavilion Dedication Expected April 2004

The City of Fort Lauderdale will launch a Code Fine Amnesty Program
from February 2 - March 1, 2004 in an effort to collect delinquent
code enforcement fines and liens.  The goal of the program is to raise
$550,000 so that the City can retain 30 Public Safety Aide (PSA) posi-
tions. During the amnesty period, eligible property owners will be
able to settle their debts with the City by paying only 25% of the face
value of the outstanding code enforcement fine or lien. Payments that
are mailed must be received by the City of Fort Lauderdale
Community Inspections Division no later than March 1, 2004.
Payments made in person must be made prior to 4:30 p.m. on March
1, 2004. 

Fines and Liens that are eligible to be settled under the Code Fine
Amnesty program will include only those that meet the following two
requirements:
(1)    fines and liens that have been imposed by the Code Enforcement
Board or Special Master; and 
(2)    fines and liens for which the violation has been corrected 

Fines and liens arising from lot clearing, board-up, demolition, water
service and alarm response are not eligible under this program.
Properties with outstanding code violations are also ineligible. Property
owners who think they may have fines or liens that are eligible to be
settled under the Code Fine Amnesty Program are encouraged to con-
tact the City's Community Inspections Division at (954) 828-5207. 

PAYMENT LOCATION ADDRESS:
City of Fort Lauderdale      

Community Inspections Division 
300 N.W. 1st Avenue  

Fort Lauderdale, FL  33301                       
(M-F, 7:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.)   

Once the amnesty period ends, the 25% settlement option will no
longer be available and the City will aggressively pursue all delinquent
code enforcement fines.For more information call the
City of Fort Lauderdale Community Inspections Division at (954) 828-
5207  or go to www.fortlauderdale.gov

Amnesty Program for Code Violation Fines  
From Feb. 1 - March 1, 2004, Clean Up Your “Lien” and Get 75% Off!


